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The	
  work	
  proposed	
  in	
  this	
  grant	
  application	
  is	
  long	
  overdue	
  and	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  time	
  would	
  provide	
  and	
  
accurate	
  record	
  of	
  the	
  fabric	
  and	
  architectural	
  features	
  of	
  the	
  castle.	
  The	
  towers	
  are	
  currently	
  
inaccessible	
  due	
  to	
  their	
  dangerous	
  condition;	
  structural	
  scaffolding	
  would	
  be	
  required	
  to	
  allow	
  
exploration	
  of	
  their	
  upper	
  floors.	
  Given	
  the	
  vulnerability	
  and	
  condition	
  of	
  Gleaston	
  Castle,	
  it	
  has	
  been	
  
placed	
  on	
  English	
  Heritage’s	
  Heritage	
  at	
  Risk	
  Register	
  as	
  ‘Priority-­‐Immediate	
  risk	
  of	
  further	
  rapid	
  
deterioration	
  or	
  loss	
  of	
  fabric’.	
  

Gleaston	
  castle	
  is	
  designated	
  as	
  a	
  Scheduled	
  Monument	
  and	
  a	
  Grade	
  I	
  listed	
  enclosure	
  castle	
  of	
  which	
  
there	
  are	
  only	
  126	
  nationally	
  recorded	
  examples,	
  no	
  two	
  being	
  alike	
  (English	
  Heritage	
  2014).	
  The	
  
remains	
  of	
  Gleaston	
  Castle	
  are	
  deemed	
  to	
  be	
  of	
  major	
  architectural	
  importance,	
  having	
  been	
  
described	
  as	
  a	
  ‘key	
  site	
  in	
  the	
  development	
  if	
  the	
  North’s	
  later	
  Medieval	
  fortified	
  residences	
  (LUAU	
  
1998,	
  42).	
  Cumbria	
  has	
  a	
  rich	
  record	
  of	
  fortifications,	
  which	
  remain	
  poorly	
  understood.	
  These	
  relate	
  
largely	
  to	
  the	
  Scottish	
  border-­‐raids	
  and	
  political	
  upheaval	
  of	
  the	
  13th	
  and	
  14th	
  centuries.	
  Gleaston	
  
Castle	
  is	
  believed	
  to	
  have	
  been	
  constructed	
  to	
  replace	
  Aldingham	
  motte	
  and	
  bailey,	
  located	
  on	
  the	
  
coast	
  some	
  2km	
  to	
  its	
  east	
  (Elsworth,	
  forthcoming),	
  and	
  has	
  an	
  associated	
  mill,	
  which	
  remains	
  extant,	
  
0.5km	
  to	
  its	
  south.	
  Taking	
  forward	
  the	
  proposed	
  survey	
  of	
  the	
  castle	
  would	
  not	
  only	
  lead	
  to	
  an	
  
appreciation	
  of	
  the	
  how	
  the	
  site	
  operated	
  within	
  its	
  local	
  environs,	
  but	
  also	
  address	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  
detailed	
  records	
  for	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  similar	
  sites	
  in	
  the	
  region	
  (Newman	
  &	
  Newman	
  2007:	
  18).	
  	
  

Records	
  of	
  Gleaston	
  Castle	
  are	
  currently	
  limited	
  to	
  antiquarian	
  accounts	
  and	
  drawings,	
  some	
  of	
  which	
  
include	
  basic	
  ground	
  and	
  floor	
  plans	
  (e.g.	
  Cowper1895,	
  Kendall	
  1906	
  and	
  Curwen	
  1913;	
  Buck	
  1727;	
  
Roper	
  1880;	
  reproduced	
  in	
  LUAU	
  1998).	
  Whilst	
  these	
  include	
  evidence	
  from	
  documentary	
  sources	
  
pertaining	
  to	
  past	
  ownership,	
  the	
  castles	
  construction	
  and	
  subsequent	
  abandonment,	
  there	
  is	
  little	
  
detail	
  regarding	
  its	
  physical	
  structure	
  and	
  layout.	
  Whilst	
  brief	
  inspection	
  of	
  the	
  site	
  clearly	
  illustrates	
  
evidence	
  for	
  phasing	
  and	
  structural	
  development,	
  accessibility	
  restrictions	
  mean	
  this	
  is	
  currently	
  
difficult	
  to	
  assess.	
  

Given	
  its	
  local,	
  regional	
  and	
  national	
  importance,	
  it	
  is	
  surprising	
  that	
  the	
  site	
  has	
  never	
  been	
  fully	
  
recorded	
  and	
  should	
  this	
  application	
  be	
  successful,	
  it	
  is	
  hoped	
  that	
  this	
  omission	
  can	
  be	
  addressed.	
  
Before	
  any	
  more	
  of	
  the	
  castle’s	
  fabric	
  is	
  irrevocably	
  lost,	
  it	
  is	
  proposed	
  to	
  create	
  records	
  of	
  its	
  extant	
  
architectural	
  remains	
  and	
  earthworks	
  surviving	
  within	
  the	
  courtyard	
  enclosed	
  by	
  the	
  curtain	
  walls	
  and	
  
towers.	
  

In	
  comparison	
  with	
  traditional	
  methods	
  of	
  archaeological	
  buildings	
  recording,	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  aerial	
  
photographic	
  techniques	
  to	
  undertake	
  this	
  survey	
  would	
  provide	
  an	
  exceptionally	
  cost	
  effective	
  
method	
  of	
  obtaining	
  accurate	
  and	
  detailed	
  results	
  safely	
  and	
  without	
  recourse	
  to	
  the	
  erection	
  of	
  
scaffolding.	
  

The	
  contractor	
  employed	
  will	
  be	
  following	
  the	
  most	
  recent	
  ADS	
  guidelines	
  (2014)	
  for	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  UAV’s	
  
for	
  capturing	
  archaeological	
  data.	
  

Following	
  the	
  building	
  survey	
  a	
  conservation	
  statement	
  will	
  be	
  produced.	
  This	
  will	
  draw	
  together	
  and	
  
interpret	
  the	
  results	
  to	
  provide	
  an	
  illustrated	
  record	
  of	
  the	
  site,	
  an	
  appraisal	
  of	
  its	
  current	
  condition	
  
and	
  interpretation	
  of	
  evidence	
  for	
  its	
  constructional	
  phasing.	
  This	
  will	
  allow	
  the	
  significance	
  and	
  
development	
  of	
  the	
  castle	
  to	
  be	
  better	
  understood,	
  and	
  place	
  it	
  within	
  its	
  local,	
  regional	
  and	
  national	
  
context.	
  The	
  report	
  will	
  also	
  outline	
  strategies	
  for	
  potential	
  future	
  interventions.	
  

This	
  work	
  is	
  seen	
  as	
  the	
  first	
  phase	
  of	
  an	
  extensive	
  programme	
  of	
  recording,	
  consolidation	
  and	
  
interpretation,	
  which	
  is	
  urgently	
  required	
  to	
  further	
  research,	
  preserve	
  and	
  promote	
  this	
  important	
  
site.	
  This	
  initial	
  project	
  would	
  produce	
  an	
  essential	
  record	
  of	
  the	
  extant	
  remains	
  and	
  provide	
  a	
  
context	
  for	
  their	
  understanding.	
  It	
  is	
  hoped	
  that	
  this	
  will	
  provide	
  a	
  point	
  of	
  departure	
  from	
  which	
  to	
  
raise	
  the	
  profile	
  of	
  the	
  site	
  and	
  engender	
  the	
  local	
  and	
  wider	
  interest	
  essential	
  to	
  securing	
  the	
  funds	
  
necessary	
  to	
  protect	
  its	
  future.	
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